	


SAFETY
VS. 
RISK

	
SAFETY

Refers to present or impending danger from maltreatment

Lack of safety signals a need for immediate action

	
RISK

Refers to the probability or likelihood that a child will suffer maltreatment in the future

Identification of risks help determine the focus of the change process and issues that will impact successful intervention


	


SAFETY CONSTRUCTS

-Threats of Maltreatment

-Protective Capacities

-Child Vulnerabilities

Domain Language
	

	



SAFETY PLAN VS. CASE PLAN
	
SAFETY PLAN

Purpose is to control immediate threats of harm

Limited to foreseeable dangers/ threats

Implemented immediately upon identifying foreseeable dangers












	
CASE PLAN

Purpose is to change behaviors and/or conditions

Can address a wide range of family needs

Put in place after thorough assessment


	

Common Language among DHS and Providers
	
These concepts include

· Protective Capacities
· Child Vulverabilities
· Threats of Maltreatment
· Underlying Conditions
· Contributing Factors










	
Safety Assessments

· A decision-making and documentation process that evaluates safety threats, present danger, child vulnerability, and family protective capacities to determine the safety response.

· An ongoing process, rather than a one-time event.  It will occur at critical junctures throughout the course of DHS involvement.

· Informal or Formal Process
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